
     Great improvements are on the way! 

After many months of planning, Sumter 

Behavioral Health Services is looking 

forward to moving its Women’s Residen-

tial Facility to a new and much improved 

facility this year. 

     All of our facilities are licensed by 

DHEC and any new or renovated facility 

must meet DHEC standards and be ap-

proved by DHEC. The agency purchased 

a building last year on a beautiful, wood-

ed lot convenient to downtown Sumter. 

An architect worked with our Executive 

Director, the Director of our Women’s 

Residential Facility, and our staff to de-

sign both interior and exterior elements 

that would meet our growing needs and 

our goal to provide Level 3.5 care to our 

residential clients. We wanted to in-

crease our bed space, provide rooms for  

individual and group counseling, and pro-

vide a more modern facility. Our current 

building is a home that was built in the 

early 1900’s! 

     As with any project, there have been 

many hoops to jump through and the pro-

cess can often take 

longer than one 

would hope. Howev-

er, we are beginning 

to see the light at 

the end of the tun-

nel! The architect’s plans have been ap-

proved by DHEC. We advertised for con-

struction bids in December and a general 

contractor has been chosen. Hopefully, 

by the time you read this, the State Fire 

Marshall will have approved the required 

emergency sprinkler plans and the actual 

process of renovating the facility will 

have begun. Our goal is to be able to 

move into our newly renovated facility by 

this fall. 

     Once in the new building we have ap-

plied to move up to a Level 3.5 of care 

which increases the required number of 

hours of therapy from 19 to 40 hours 

per week for the residential clients. This 

will be a wonderful increase in service 

for our clients that we are looking for-

ward to being able to provide! 
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Dear Sumter Community,  

 

     We suspected the 

day would come.  Just 

didn’t think it would 

be this soon!  Is 

South Carolina really 

ready for the legaliza-

tion of medical mari-

juana?  There is a 

huge push from “big 

money” outside of 

South Carolina to 

make it happen.   

     I guess money 

talks and the vocal 

minority will always 

control the silent ma-

jority.  One of the 

proponents argued in 

Columbia last week 

that nobody has ever 

died from using pot.  

Since when is the lit-

mus test for measur-

ing good or beneficial 

for society based on 

it resulting in death!  

This is just the begin-

ning!  How long will it 

be before the next 

step, which is recrea-

tional use?   

     This is a process 

and so far the mariju-

ana proponents are 

winning.  My challenge 

to the community is to 

become 

educat-

ed on 

the real 

story, 

and then make an in-

formed, educated de-

cision.  
     If you should have 

any questions or con-

cerns, please do not hes-

itate to give me a call at 

803-778-2835. 

 

Sincerely, 

Glenn Peagler, M.Ed., 

CSPS, ICPS 

Executive Director 

Message from the Executive Director . . . 

“Please answer 

our quick 

survey!” 
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“Follow Senate Bill 

0212 and House 

Bill 3521 at 

www.scstatehouse.

gov to stay in-

formed on what is 

happening with 

medical marijuana 

legislation in S.C.” 

Please Answer Our Quick Survey! 
We Value Your Input. 

 

Please email your answers to these quick questions to Michele Moses 

at mmoses@sumterbhs.org. 

1. The newsletter helps increase 

awareness of the services pro-

vided by SBHS. 

   Agree     Disagree     No Opinion 
 

2. The articles in the newsletter 

are informative on the current 

issues of alcohol and drugs. 

   Agree     Disagree     No Opinion 
 

3. The newsletter should contin-

ue to be published. 

     Agree   Disagree    No Opinion 
 
4. In future newsletters, I would 

like to know more about: 
_____ 

 
Thank you! 



     Several staff members recently at-

tended an excellent training program 

entitled, “High in Plain Sight; Current 

Alcohol, Drug, and Concealment Trends 

and Identifiers” in Columbia, SC by Of-

ficer Jermaine Galloway from Idaho. 

Part of his training covered items called 

“stash gear.” These are items which 

contain secret compartments for hiding 

marijuana, alcohol, and other drugs. As a 

parent, employer, or school employee, it 

is important to be able to recognize 

stash gear. Some kids or adults may 

wear stash gear clothing just because 

they think it looks cool; however, some 

people may be using the gear to hide 

drugs. 

     Here are some examples of current 

trends in stash gear. 

 

1. Grassroots California clothing and 

caps. Notice the image of a growing 

seedling on the side of the cap that 

is their logo. You won’t always see 

the “GRC.”  Underneath the inside 

front of the cap is a Velcro pocket 

to hide drugs or other items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. No Bad Ideas cap with crown logo on 

the side. These caps are pretty subtle 

with just the crown logo on the side. It 

also has a Velcro pocket underneath the 

inside of the front of the cap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Supra brand tennis shoes. These 

tennis shoes have a zippered pocket 

in the tongue of the shoe for hiding 

drugs or other things. Supra also 

uses a crown logo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Please keep in mind that a lot of 

ordinary looking items can also be 

stash gear such as cigarette light-

ers, lipstick tubes, and books with 

hidden compartments.  

 

Drug Stash Gear: “High in Plain Sight” 
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There is hope and 

there is help. 

Call our treat-

ment staff at 803-

775-5080 and let 

us help you get 

started on the 

path to recovery. 

 
“Stash gear are 

items or clothing 
with hidden 

compartments 
for hiding drugs 
or other items.” 

 
 

“As a parent, 
employer, or 

school employ-
ee, it is im-

portant to be 
able to recognize 

stash gear.” 
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                        WHO ARE WE? 

 

Sumter Behavioral Health Services is a nationally accredited organi-
zation that provides prevention, intervention, residential, and treat-
ment services to the Sumter community. Our Alternative Services 
Department handles the Alcohol and Drug Safety Action Program 
(ADSAP) and other intervention or court-related programs. Outpatient 
treatment for alcohol and drug abuse is offered at 441 N. Main Street.  
We also have a 10 bed social setting residential facility that provides 
a homelike setting for women who have completed treatment but are 
still in need of recovery support. The Prevention Department plans 
and implements prevention programs within the Sumter community. 
The Prevention Staff is available for educational presentations, work-
shops and training programs on topics related to alcohol and drug 
prevention for all ages.  
 

Phone Numbers: 
Treatment: 803-775-5080 
Prevention: 803-778-2835 
Alternative Services: 803-775-6815 
Residential: 803-436-2462 

We’re on the Web! 

www.sumterbhs.org 

P.O. Box 39 

Sumter, SC 29151 


